Heavenly Places
(John 14:1-3)
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Heaven is a mystery. Questions about Heaven and its mysteries have existed for generations of Christian believers.  Genesis 1:1* states that “God created the heaven” as His place of habitation “and created the earth” as humanity’s habitation. We know that God the Father, Christ the Son, and the helper/teacher Holy Spirit (the names are synonymous and represent one and the same) live in Heaven eternally.    Deuteronomy 29:29 reads “The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”  God even speaks from Heaven. Deuteronomy 4:36 reads that “Out of heaven, he made thee to hear his voice, that he might instruct thee.”

Christ reigns on earth as he was instructed by God the Father to take on human form to understand the plight of humanity and offer redemption for the sins of man. Gerhard Kittel states that “There is one heaven, but it is given both a natural and a divine reference with a realistic, symbolic, or figurative link,” which makes Heaven a mysterious and place of curiosity for believers.  Even though the mystery of Heaven exists, Kittel notes that it is the place where our lives are set in place, the place where God’s plan of salvation exists, and a source of blessing to all who enter its gates. 
 
Heaven is located upward, according to Psalm 33:13-14 which reads “The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.”  Kittel lists the Greek word for Heaven as ouranós meaning “overarching firmament or that which embraces all things.” Other meanings for the word listed by Kittel include: (1) the “abode of god” or the cosmos or universe consisting of heaven, earth, and the lower waters—Exodus 20:4; and (2) “the perfect or the absolute” state-of-being.  

  It has been said that heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. The scriptures tell us that Christ informed his disciples that he was going away to prepare a place for them to spend eternity after the bodily death on earth.  John 14:1-3 reads:

			1Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me
			2In my Father’s house are many mansions: If it were not so, I would have
			told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.
			3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
			unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  

The word mansions suggest that Heaven has many physical rooms or dimensions.  Larry Libby writes a book about Heaven titled Someday and states that the Bible and scripture does not speculate or make any predictions about the description of Heaven as a place but that Heaven will be a “surprise” for all believers because “whatever it is, it will be the right and best place because Jesus is getting it ready just for you.” Revelation 21:23 reads “And the city (Heaven) had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.”  

After death, the concept of Heaven as a place of residence becomes a reality representing perfection, peace, and light for which the Spirit will reside.  Curiosity about Heaven peaks when someone dies and you wonder whether their Spirit resides eternally in Heaven or Hell.  Heaven is depicted as a physical place of perfection and peace for believers who die in the Lord, but on an emotional level, it could represent the same (Revelation 21:4).  Libby states in his book that the Bible and scriptures do not reveal the location of Heaven but that it is “a real place” and “Jesus…is the only way to get there”! (John 14:6).  Getting to Heaven means believing in Jesus and your name will be written in the Lamb’s Book of Heaven (or the Book of Life) (John 1:12; Revelations 21:27).   


Sometimes, believers testify to the fact that they have been allowed to take a peek at God’s Heaven through visions, sickness, or surviving a near-death experience.  According to Isaiah 65:1, “there will be a new heaven and a new earth” waiting for the body after it has totally deceased its earthly life. Other scriptures for the new heaven and new earth include Romans 8:21, 2 Peter 3:13, and Revelations 21:1. 
I Corinthians 15:25-26 reads “For he (Christ) must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 

Libby notes that there will be angels in Heaven.  He describes angels as “God’s letter carriers,” “Spirits who serve God,” Spirits who “are sent to help those who love Jesus,” and those “sent through Heaven’s door to carry important messages to Earth.”  The messages are described as “Angel Express” messages which may include stern warnings for wrong, prophecies to come, God’s love letters to His believers, or just plain simple good news of the gospel.  Libby’s descriptions of angels are that they are swift…, powerful…, beautiful…, and white and shining…like a flash of lightning.  Even angels brought the wonderful news of the birth of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world in scripture (Luke 2:9-10).

Biblical characters who have experienced Heaven in some way include Jacob (Genesis 28), Thomas (John 14:6, Paul (2 Corinthians 5:6,8), Isaiah (Isaiah 55:12), King David (Psalm 23:4), Enoch (Hebrews 11:5), Elijah (I Kings 22:19), and Stephen (Acts 7:55-56). Libby suggest that we should begin to put “lots and lots of treasure into the Bank of Heaven” with our worship, kindness, good deeds, generosity, love, and service to others (I Corinthians 2:9; I Peter 1:3-4).

Singer Calum Scott suggests in his song “Heaven” that we can have heaven right here on earth in this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddShTTQKao0. One line of the song says “What good is life if we’re all waiting to dance in the sky.”  So his advice to humanity would be to live, live fully until it is your turn to enter the gates of heaven.  

In conclusion, you may surmise that Heaven is a real place where believers will spend eternity with God.  Matthew 28:20 reads “I am with you always.” Psalm 23:4 reads “Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me.”  In the words of Libby, “Jesus paid it all” so that we may spend eternity with Him in Paradise.

 *NOTE: (All scriptures are from the King James Version of the Bible)
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